REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

PHILIPPINE STATISTICS AUTHORITY

CORDILLERA ADMINISTRATIVE REGION

PRESS RELEASE

PSA-CAR conducts 1%t quarter meeting of TWG on
Tourism Statistics

Date of Release: April 18, 2023
Reference No. SPR 2023-22

| N NS T
\ 5 S,

et

Standing L-R: Diether Rey Asuncion (PSU), Roselynn Bilaya (PSU), Jonalyn Hugo (PSU), Jonabel Arandio (PSU),
Jessica Mamangon (PSU), Carlo James Diccion (PSU) Aeron Joe Bahug (PSA), Kay Angeliko M. Castro (PSA)
Lorie Ann Bucagan (PSA), Noemi Pal-og (PSA), Rick Jason Aquino (PSA)

Seated L-R: Virginia Anceno (NEDA), Rhey Delmendo (CADMO-Tourism), Jhoelyne Alquilos (El Cielito Hotel),
Aldrin Federico Bahit, Jr. (PSA), Alexzandra May Papillerin (ESGALA), Juliane Ragudo (CADMO-Tourism)

The Philippine Statistics Authority — Cordillera Administrative Region (PSA-CAR)
conducted the first quarter meeting of the Technical Working Group (TWG) on Tourism
Statistics last 31 March 2023 at the PSA-CAR Conference Room.

The TWG on Tourism Statistics was created thru Regional Statistics Committee-
Cordillera Administrative Region (RSC-CAR) Resolution No. 06, series of 2020 to
provide technical assistance in the estimation of the regional Tourism Satellite
Accounts (TSA), formulate measures to resolve data gaps, and address other
statistical issues related to tourism in the region.

The TSA is an accounting framework adopted by the United Nations (UN) and is

designed to measure goods and services associated with tourism activities according
to international standards, concepts, classifications, and definitions. It provides
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stakeholders with reliable data to guide them in making public policies and business
strategies for tourism.

The Cordillera Region is the first amongst other regions to ever start estimating
subnational tourism expenditures under the TSA Project. CAR TSA is part of the
coverage of Republic Act No. 9593, otherwise known as “The Tourism Act of 2009”
that “declares tourism as an indispensable element of the national economy and an
industry of national interest and importance.” One of its objectives is to enhance the
collection, analysis, and dissemination of data that measure the economic impact of
tourism.

PSA Chief Statistical Specialist Aldrin Federico R. Bahit Jr. facilitated the discussion
on ways to improve the estimation of the Average Daily Expenditure (ADE) of tourists
and data collection on tourist arrivals. He previewed the publication CAR TSA Report:
2016-2021 that will soon be released.

PSA-CAR is constantly looking for ways to improve data collection and estimation
methodologies to further strengthen the estimates of the CAR TSA. We give our
utmost appreciation and gratitude to the members of the TWG on Tourism Statistics
for their valuable support and active engagement in the TSA Project of the region.

VILLAFE P. ALIBUYOG
Regional Director

Press Release | 2 of 2



